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the crowd of its adherents enlisted. Nowadays we are
all of us crowd-assailed at any hour and in all places.
Clubs, associations, organisations for every purpose cease-
lessly call upon each to join. "Come unto us and we
"with you will be potent; come unto us and share our
"emotion; come unto us and accomplish together some
"heart's desire." Every newspaper, every magazine,
innumerable agencies intrude upon the individual and
would swallow him up, would capture his life into that of
their larger composite, would make of his voice a trumpet
for their own creed or aspiration. What indeed are
newspapers but crowd-formers, and the habitual readers
of a newspaper but a crowd? Newspapers indeed are
read by individuals, just as individual ears hear the voice
of an orator, but they are not addressed to individuals,
nor does a reader read them in the same attitude of mind
as when he reads a private letter. A newspaper reader
is conscious of his crowd as he reads; he is a Tory or a
Liberal or whatnot, and it is as such that he is addressed
and as such that he reads. A newspaper is as much con-
ceived and produced for a crowd as is any orator's har-
angue. The story is told how an old journalist said to a
young one, "Remember when you are writing for your
"paper that you are like a man shouting from a fourth-
"floor window to a crowd passing in the street." The
purpose of journalism is, in fact, crowd-formation and
crowd-direction, and though journals incidentally serve
the needs of individuals in many minor ways, they do not
exist for the individual but for some crowd which it is
their aim to direct.
Religion has been a potent crowd-forming agency. The
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